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Robert Lee Walker 
(1919 - 2005) 

Ph.D. Cornell 1948 2 
 

Dissertation: Gamma ray spectrometer measurements of fluorine and 
lithium under proton bombardment 1,3 

 

Advisor: Philip Morrison 3,4,5 
 

Influenced by: Boyce McDaniel 6,7 
 

Student: Paul Leighton Donoho 2 
 

Notes: 
1 UMI ProQuest Digital Dissertations. (accessed 24 Jul 2006) 
2 Donoho, P.L. Photoreproduction of positive K mesons in hydrogen. Ph.D. 

Thesis, California Institute of Technology, 1958. 
“Dr. Robert L. Walker supervised this work and provided the 

inspiration for the development of much of the experimental 
technique.  His invaluable counsel and continued assistance during the 
course of the experiment cannot be sufficiently acknowledged.” 

3 Walker, R.L. Gamma ray spectrometer measurements of fluorine and 
lithium under proton bombardment. Ph.D. Thesis, Cornell University, 
June 1948. 

“The author wishes to express his appreciation to Professors B.D. 
McDaniel, P. Morrison, and H.A. Bethe for their personal direction of 
this work.” 

4 Email communication with Debra Hatfield, Cornell Physics Dept. (25 Sep 
2001). 

Philip Morrison was the Advisor 
5 Email communication with P Morrison (25 Sep 2001). 

He didn’t confirm or deny being Walker’s advisor but rather said 
who his advisor was. 

6 Robert L. Walker. 
http://pr.caltech.edu/periodicals/EandS/articles/LXVII4/walker.html 
(accessed 24 Jul 2006). 
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“After the war, he returned to Cornell as a student of Boyce 
McDaniel;…” 

7 Silverman, Albert; Stein, Peter. Boyce Dawkins McDaniel. Biographical 
Memoirs 2004, 85, 150-163. 

“Bob Walker described him as the perfect thesis advisor,…” 
 


